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Chill out in our summer garden!

The Vanbrugh Tavern Public House and

Our Restaurant offers a full menu both lunch and evenings 

PLUS a  Party Menu 3-course meal + glass of wine £15.00 per person.
Curry Night  every Wednesday.  Quiz Night every other Wednesday.
Live music: Accoustic guitar + vocalists every Thursday

PARTY BOOKINGS WELCOME for restaurant and Covered Decking.

Raids in the Standard Geoff Garvey

SUMMER MENU
Eating Alfresco in our

picturesque garden

overlooking the aviary

is the perfect way to

explore our fantastic

new menu.

Local traders are demanding that CCTV cam-
eras be erected at the Standard shopping cen-
tre after a vicious assault on a local newsagent

and a meticulously planned burglary at another.
Westcombe Hill newsagent Kris Chaturvedi was
attacked and robbed in his shop on the morning of
Tuesday June 3rd.

Seven stitches
Mr Chaturvedi, who is 68, and used to run a post

office at the premises, was hit on the head and need-
ed seven stitches following the raid, in which he was
knocked unconscious.

He had been asked for cigarettes and was then
attacked; £45 cash stolen. This is the third time that
he has been the victim of a robbery.

Later two youths aged 18 and 19  were arrested
and have been charged with  robbery.

On May 21st thieves broke through three security
doors at the rear of Nicky's Newsagents in Old Dover
Road during the night.

They then proceeded to steal all the cigarettes,
travel cards, lottery money, postage stamps and
scratch cards - a haul worth at least £15,000.

Shop-owner Ghanshyam Patel said: "They cut
through the alarm system as well. It was a very 
professional job."

In another raid, thieves stole cakes being stored at
the back of the cafe next to Nicky's and now the 
petition has been placed in a number of shops for
signatures.

CCTV: “Too expensive”
Said Mr Patel: “We tried to get camera coverage six
months ago, but the council turned the suggestion
down, saying it would cost £25,000 to install and was
too expensive. 

In recent years there have been a number of such
incidents in Old Dover Road and around the Batley
Park area. There have been repeated calls for a greater
police presence in the area.  

"The only time I've seen a policeman  in the street
is in the afternoon sometimes, when the school kids
come out," said one shop-keeper. Another said he
closes earlier in the evening than he used to.  

“How many more crimes must we suffer before
something is done?"
War against crime: see page 3, column 3.

Ateam of teenage vol-
unteers are  to help
clear up vandalised

Maze Hill railway station.
They are pupils from

Eaglesfield secondary School
at Shooters Hill and will be
working at the station on July
17th, along with Connex staff
and teachers.

The initiative came from the
school after pupils read about
the state of the station, and
follows stories published in
the Westcombe News.

Connex has pledged to take
action to try to prevent further
damage at the distinctive all-glass build-
ing, which has had many of its windows
boarded up.

Meanwhile, British Transport Police
are meeting with local residents to dis-
cuss the problem on June 30th.

Said a Connex official: “We're so
pleased that the pupils have offered to
help. We will have a skip on the site and
they will be wearing their oldest clothes
to help our people tidy up the site.”

Regarding the state of the station, the
official added: “We're working with the

Peninsula war ends

The Mayor of London, Ken
Livingstone, has  given  the  green
light  for  development on the

Greenwich Peninsula, the former site
of the Millennium Dome. 

A total of 10,010 homes will be
built, with more than 4,100 of these
(41 per cent) affordable or specialist
low cost homes. His decision follows
negotiations that have secured an
increase of 19.5 per cent in the original
number of affordable and low cost
homes for the site.

“I am delighted to give the go-ahead
to this major, impressive development
in one of London's vital regeneration
areas,” said Mr Livingstone.

“Many people believed that increas-
ing the proportion of affordable homes
above 35 per cent would not be possi-
ble. These new plans show their con-
cerns were unfounded. Holding out for
more affordable homes means that we
will give east London just the vibrant
new communities it is crying out for.”
(continued on page 7.)

A computer-generated model of how the peninsula development might look

What is Connex doing to maintain its 
property?

local community, Network Rail and the
BritishTransport Police to look at meas-
ures that can be taken to make sure that
vandalism doesn't just re-occur once the
windows have been mended.”

Blackheath Westcombe Cllr. Alex
Grant commented: “It's good that Connex
finally seems to be taking the state of
Maze Hill station seriously.

(continued on page 4)
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The early years of the
Westcombe Society

Anyone who delves into the
Westcombe News box at
Woodlands will be struck by the

enthusiasm and energy and, dare I say it,
idealism, of the first Westcome Society
Committee.  The breadth of its self
imposed remit is quite breathtaking.  

The committee was made up of a num-
ber of people with specialist roles which
could be described as planning and envi-
ronment, leisure, youth and 'social serv-
ices'  (ie looking suspiciously like a local
authority structure).  

The emphasis was  on consultation and
finding community solutions.  When the
society spoke on planning and environ-
ment issues it was not as a self appointed
watchdog but as a voice for the commu-
nity based on surveying views of local
people.  Rather than deciding to mount
events for young people the society
called meetings of local youth and asked
what they wanted.

The pre-Thatcher days
All in all, my re-reading of these fasci-

nating documents takes me back to those
pre-Thatcher days before the retreat from
community began and no one seriously
suggested that 'society' did not exist.  

A wide range of events took place. 
In its' first months the Society held a
cheese and wine party, a reminiscence
event, a party for people newly arrived in
the area, a general meeting to question
the committee, a consultation meeting
for teenagers, a halloween party, a cook-
ery evening for older people, crime and
the community with the local police, a
home brewing evening, bring a dish
evenings, nearly new childrens' clothes

sale, a Christmas carol evening and a
New Year Dance (with a live band - tick-
ets £1).  

There was discussion about the effects
of heavy lorries and the need for pinch
points - and a public consultation to
determine local views.  There was also
an appeal for a local family who had lost
everything in a fire, and a register of car
owners willing to assist elderly and dis-
abled people with lifts was set up.

The Westcombe News was not in its
present professional form but was one
sheet of A4, and sometimes there were
time gaps due to lack of money.  

Where are they now?
Those who attended the Society's recent
AGM received a copy of the first edition
of the News which listed all of the mem-
bers of the first committee.  Some of
these people have moved, and some have
died, but a number still live in the area,
including Hilary Patrinos (the first secre-
tary), Anna Townend, Pat Dodson  and
myself.  Tom Crowe, first Chair, lives in
France; among many others, Margaret
Smith is in Yorkshire, and John Ayling
lives in Cambridgeshire.  Arthur Rolfe, a
conservation organiser and former councillor,
lives in Bexley, I believe, but is some-
times to be seen around Greenwich.

Derek Freeman  still lives in the area,
Anthony Renouf (first editor of the WN)
is in East Greenwich, Brenda LePavoux,
lives in Beckenham.  Arthur Mellish and
Eric Wills are, sadly, no longer with us.  

Apologies to any I have missed - and
many thanks to Pat Dodson for her help
with the 'where are they now'  list.
Any more personal memories welcomed.

Alan Mills continues his account of the early years of the Westcombe
Society.  Part 1 of his account appeared in May's WN.

Greenwich Steiner
School: A  Labour  of  Love

In 1996, three local parents had a vision
for their children - for them to enjoy
the benefits of a Steiner education in

South-East London - an alternative, edu-
cation which would protect their right to
childhood; give them a love of learning;
the courage to question; to express their
individuality; and to make a  responsible
contribution to society.

A mother and toddler group was set up
- and the Acorn Project was born.Three
years later it had grown to be the Oak
Tree Project situated St. George's
Church, Kirkside Road.

Twelve children from 3 1/2 to 5 years
old entered a warm, natural environ-
ment. The 'toys' were everyday or natu-
ral object - wooden tables, logs, fir cones,
buttons, conkers, hand made puppets,
and wool for finger knitting.

Bread-making
Among the creative activities was bread-
making!   Other children  made wooden
boats or trains; others made houses, or
dressed up as imaginary characters..

The children remain in kindergarten
until they are between 6 and 7 years old.
There is no head work until they have
their second teeth. The education, right
up to 'A' Level, is firmly child-centred.

A true community 
Today we are thriving, with  55 children
ranging from 3 to 7   years old, as well as
a mother and toddler group. Our school
is run by parents in close liaison with the
teachers - a real community: one way or
another, everyone  participates.

The philosophy of the 800 Steiner
Schools worldwide is best summed up  in
the words of Rudolf Steiner himself:

“Our highest endeavour must be to
develop free human beings who are able
of themselves to impart purpose and
direction to their lives.”

See What’s On for details of the
Greenwich Steiner School Open

The Westcombe Society needs donations
of cakes for the cake stall at the Summer
Picnic on July 12th.  Please ring Liz
Court on 8293 0242 if you can help out
- or if you would like to help in any
other way on the day.

The Society also needs fruit or vegeta-
bles for chutney, jam and marmalade to be
sold at our fund raising events.  If you
have produce to donate or can help in any
way please ring Caroline on 8853 0948. 

Families in two continents will soon be
receiving a pair of pigs and a collection
of chickens, thanks to the volunteers of
the Westcombe Society.
The pigs will be delivered by the inter-

national aid agency World Vision to two
families in South East Asia; in addition, a
family in Honduras can look forward to
ten chickens from the international
charity. All after £84 was raised at the
Society's AGM.
The money, raised at the plant stall,

means that the families, living in some of
the poorest countries will have produce
to eat, sell and even share with friends
and neighbours.
World Vision's Jan Butter said he was

delighted at the amount raised:

“It's wonderful to think that money
raised by selling plants can help families
abroad work their way out of poverty.

Making a difference
“This shows that you should never under-
estimate what a difference your donations
can make. Just £17 can buy ten chickens,
a school kit for a child in Asia or fruit
trees for a Vietnamese family, all from the
World Vision gift catalogue.
“Because of the Society's generous gift,

parents once struggling to earn a living
will now be able to bring home the eggs
and bacon! Thank you.”
From:  World Vision UK, 599
Avebury Boulevard, Milton
Keynes, MK9 3PG  Tel. 01908

Thanks to the Westcombe Society

Do you want to study English?

- Friendly British Council- 
accredited school.

- IELTS preparation courses.
- Guidance with PET, FCE & CAE 

exams.                                              
- From £56* per week (10 hrs tuition)

* On courses over 30 weeks.

In Mycenae House & Charlton House
Call Lindsay: 020 8269 7187 to

arrange a  FREE TRIAL LESSON

Institute of International Education 
in London

WANTED! New to the area?  A few hours to spare
either daytime or evening?  Plans are
taking shape for the next Dickensian
Christmas Bazaar on 22nd November.  

To make this the best yet we need
some new blood to join our team.   Don't
be shy, ring 8853 0948 to find out more! 

The Westcombe News depends on 
volunteers to help to distribute it. If you
would like to  help out - on a regular
basis or just occasionally -  please ring
Myles Dove on 8853 3740.
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Sue Whimster

Superior hand-sewn curtains
& soft furnishings made to order

Wide range of fabrics available

Free estimates

Phone: 0208 293 0737
Fax: 0208 2937155

Mobile: 07714 215713
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Letters to the Editor

MP praises local 
company for 
training opportunities

L ast month, local MP Nick
Raynsford visited Blackheath's
Capital Roofing’s splendid new

Training Centre.  He was given a con-
ducted tour of the Company’s premises,
met directors Gary and Terry Peck and
the staff, and saw the new Training
Centre in full flow. The MP commented
on the Centre itself and more important-
ly on the enthusiasm of the trainees,
including Chris Mitchell (pictured right.)

Capital Roofing is keen to meet with,
and indenture, young men seeking
apprenticeships within the industry.

Dear Westcombe News
I have just received a copy of  the 1973
edition courtesy of Doreen Grandon.

As the founding chairman of the 
society, I would like to send my congrat-
ulations on reaching your thirtieth
anniversary, and wish you all my best
wishes for the next thirty years.

Pauline and I would also like to send
our best regards to all our friends in the
Westcombe Park area of which we have
such fond memories.

Currently I am in the Honfleur Society.
Last Saturday we were treated to a trip
to William the Conqueror’s castle in
Falaise.
Yours sincerely
Tom Crowe, Cote de la Croix Rouge,
Honfleur

Dear Westcombe News
I  am delighted  to  hear  that  the  Westcombe
Society still flourishes, and that the
Westcombe News is still being published
- I get it by sending prepaid envelopes. 

Please pass on my regards to commit-
tee members past and present. I am sorry
I couldn't make the  30th AGM!  Maybe
I might get to the Dickensian Christmas
Fair?  Best regards
Tony Whitehead Tavistock, Devon
Former Soc Chairman 

Dear Editor
Well, it seems the traffic calming meas-
ures at the Westcombe Hill end of
Humber Road have made a big differ-
ence to the speed of the traffic. All we
now need is a pit lane and a few
mechanics.
Yours sincerely
Lewis Squires, Humber Road

Another letter on page  6.

Tragedy in park

Natural Perspectives return for their
fourth year to the idyllic setting of

the Old Royal Observatory Garden in
Greenwich Park with a new production
of HAMLET. 

The play runs in the Garden from 26
July to 10 August (See WHAT’s ON)

Natural Perspectives was founded in
2000 by five young theatre practitioners
while they were training together at
LAMDA.   They have now successfully
produced three of Shakespeare's come-
dies in Greenwich Park  -  over 2,000
people saw As You Like It last year. 

Hamlet, this year's production, is dar-
ingly being staged in the round - but
instead of the audience sitting around
the acting area, the actors circumnavi-
gate the audience! This pacy produc-
tion seeks to revitalise the play for
audiences in a thrilling new way.
See WHAT’s ON for details. Picture p 6.

Two police officers and a civilian have
been officially commended for their

work in securing the arrest of a gang  of
four men who  robbed  a teenager.
At 11 pm on March 4th, the seventeen-

year-old was walking home along
Trafalgar Road when he was attacked
and brutally assaulted and robbed by the
group, causing extensive injuries.

During the attack, one of the men
stole gold chains from the victim's neck.
They also stole an expensive designer
baseball cap that the youth was wearing.

CCTV
The whole attack was captured on
CCTV thanks to the alert vigilance of
Kevin Ward, a civilian operator at the
Woolwich CCTV Control Centre.

Mr Ward had been monitoring the
men, thinking they looked suspicious, and
when the attack occurred, he alerted the
police control room at Plumstead.

Constables Heather Ansell and James
Dommett were first to arrive, and pre-

vented the suspects from leaving until
other officers arrived.Three suspects
have now been arrested and charged.
At an awards ceremony at Charlton

House, Constables Ansell and Dommett,
and Kevin Ward, all received commenda-
tions for their part in the operation.

Crime hotspot
Also at the ceremony, guests were told
how Greenwich town centre was a
hotspot for street crime and robberies.
At 9pm on the 23rd of February 2003,

Constable Mark Diamond was on duty in
Maze Hill. He was approached by three
teenagers who alleged that a man and a
woman had stolen his mobile phone.
The suspects were spotted in Park

Row, and Con. Diamond detained them
until other units arrived.A search of the
female suspect produced the mobile
phone; both suspects were arrested.

Constable Diamond was commended
for his diligence and commitment to duty.

CHARLTON DENTAL PRACTICE

“The Friendly Practice”

NHS  &  PRIVATE  DENTISTRY.
COSMETIC DENTAL WORK.

HYGIENIST  AVAILABLE.
SEDATION.

Tel: 020 8858 0481
88 Charlton Road, London SE7 7EY.
(Adjacent to Blackheath Rugby Club)

Emergency patients seen
without appointment.

Healthy day

Blackheath Complementary Health
Centre is holding an open day at the

clinic at 184-6 Westcombe Hill, on Sunday
6th July from 11am to 4pm. For a nominal
price of £5 each, visitors will be able to try
out an extraordinary variety of treatments -
which include Chinese tongue and pulse
diagnosis, Iridology, Kinesiology,
Reflexology, Massage, Chiropractic and
Reiki treatments, Acupuncture, Nutritional
medicine, and a Qi Gung demonstration
class from 12.30 to 1pm. 

You will have the chance to meet the
team of expertly trained  practitioners,
and to find out about a wide range of ther-
apies which could give you fresh insight
into a  condition you might be suffering
from, and to obtain advice. For anyone
curious about or contemplating alterna-
tive therapies, it sounds like a fascinating
and informative day!

Police commended Geoff Garvey reports

Sneak thief in
Westcombe Park

Geoff Russell

On the evening of Tuesday 27th May,
Mike McCormack was unloading

his car as he moved into a flat at 1,
Mycenae Road. He put down his blue
holdall in the entrance to the flats,
whilst he took other luggage upstairs.

On his return a couple of minutes later,
the bag had gone. Mike says it contained
nothing of value except to himself - his
course study notes - and  wonders if
anyone might have found it, for instance,
thrown into a garden.

If you have any knowledge of Mike's
blue holdall, please phone him on 0132
391 295 (daytime) or 078 8547 9300.

Carmen in
the Garden
Sponsored by Friends of Greenwich
Park, Garden Opera are giving their
second performance of Carmen in
Greenwich on the afternoon of
Saturday 30 August, this time in the
delightful setting of Greenwich Park's
Observatory Gardens.

Garden Opera specialise in outdoor
performances. Ian Jervis  appears
this year as Zuniga, the officer who
has to arrest Carmen. Both he and
Yvonne Fontane, who sings the part
of Carmen, live locally.

As a bonus, Friends of Greenwich
Park have arranged for Theatre of Wine
to offer a free tasting of Spanish sher-
ries on 30th August at their premises,
75 Trafalgar Road, just near the Park
Vista entrance to Greenwich Park.
See What’s On for details.

Carol Green  

CITB’s Training Officer Bob Boyce stat-
ed that the industry as a whole would
benefit from Capital Roofing's contribu-
tion.   Anyone wishing to apply should
take note that Capital Roofing only take
on the very best and to bear testament to
this statement they currently  have the
2001 and 2002 Craftsman of the Year for
the industry on their payroll.
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Chiropodist
Podiatrist

State registered 
Vinita J. Mothersole

BSc.(Hons.),MChS., SRCh.

Blackheath Village
tel. 020 8852 4366

Westcombe Hill
tel.020 8293 5380

Home Visits available

Greenwich Trees
treewood

Tel: 020 8265 8083
Mobile: 07941 346 758 020 8293 5380 8293 5405

Blackheath
Complementary
Health Centre

184 -186 Westcombe Hill London SE3 7DH

Acupuncture  Allergy Testing 
Aromatherapy Cranial Osteopathy 

Chiropody  Cranio Sacral  
Flower - Essences  Healing  Herbal

Medicine Homeopathy  Hypnotherapy
Iridology  Lymphatic drainage  Massage

Mineral Therapy  Myofacial Release
Osteopathy  Psychotherapy Reflexology

Reiki  Shiatsu  Spinal Touch  
Stop Smoking  Sports Injuries Thai 

massage Therapeutic massage Tui Na 

info@healingpath.co.uk   www.healingpath.co.uk

Gift Vouchers now available
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The future of transport in Greenwich The first of a series of exclusive articles by Alan Franck.

Aconference on transport in March
this year heard proposals for
transport improvements through-

out the London Borough of Greenwich,
principally related to new developments
on the Peninsula and at Woolwich Arsenal
which could bring an additional 25,000
new jobs to the area. 

Government plans to regenerate the
wider Thames Gateway area should also
have a positive impact on transport links
in the borough.
This article on Docklands Light Railway

and Crossrail. by Alan Franck is the first
of a series in The Westcombe News.  Alan
Franck looks critically at details of the
proposed improvements, and raises seri-
ous questions about the future of trans-
port in and around Greenwich. 

DLR Developments

F rom its beginnings in 1987, the DLR
has expanded rapidly. Between 1987

and 1995 there were an average of 8 mil-
lion passenger journeys per annum. Today
the extended network carries some 45
million passengers a year and the figure is
expected to rise to 60 million by 2005/06,
with over 12 million on the Lewisham
extension alone.

Construction has started on a new exten-
sion to London City Airport and North
Woolwich, with the first services sched-
uled for mid-2005. The 4.5 km route,
incorporating 4 new stations, will cut
journey times between Bank station and
the Airport to just 22 minutes.
A further extension to Woolwich has also

been proposed, with a 2.5km spur leaving
the planned London City Airport line east
of King George V station in North
Woolwich, descending into a tunnel under
the Thames and surfacing again in
Woolwich with the new platforms adja-
cent to the National Rail station at
Woolwich Arsenal.

The new DLR station would be con-
structed partly under Woolwich New
Road with a new station entrance onto
Greens End and Powis Street giving
excellent access to the town centre, and
new developments along the riverside and
the Royal Arsenal site.

The existing  station on Woolwich New
Road would be expanded to accommo-
date a second DLR station entrance which
would allow interchange with buses on
Woolwich New Road and General
Gordon Place, serving Greenwich,
Blackheath, Charlton, Thamesmead,

Plumstead, Abbey Wood and Bexley-
heath. A footbridge connection would be
built from the DLR to allow interchange
with Connex rail services on the North
Kent line platforms.

Construction should start in mid-2004
with completion scheduled for late-2007.

CrossRail

The CrossRail proposal is for a major
new east/west  rail  link  across  London.

The original idea was to form a link
between Heathrow Airport and Ebbsfleet
on the Channel Tunnel rail link, east of
Dartford. Additional or alternative routes
have also been suggested, going as far as
Reading in the west, Norbiton in the
south, Shenfield in the north-east and
Watford Junction, Chesham and even
Aylesbury in the north-west.
Two alternative routes have been put for-

ward for the link between Liverpool
Street and Ebbsfleet, running along sec-
tions of the existing North Kent line. The
first would run north of the river from the
Isle of Dogs through stations at the Royal
Docks and Silvertown, crossing the river
via a new tunnel to Woolwich Arsenal.
The second route would come south from
the Isle of Dogs through Charlton and

Woolwich Dockyard.
CrossRail is consulting with Local

Authorities and other stakeholders on the
content of a Hybrid Bill which it propos-
es to submit to Parliament in November
2003. If the proposals are agreed in 2005,
work would begin on the new sections in
2006 and open in 2012.

CrossRail would provide a direct link to
possible Olympic sites if London wins the
2012 games, but Culture Secretary Tessa
Jowell has said “Even if Crossrail got the
go-ahead tomorrow, it would not be ready
in time for 2012.”

According to local MP Nick Raynsford,
“It is unlikely that Crossrail will be built
in time - and in any case, it is not essen-
tial for London’s Olympic bid.”

But a spokesman for the Department of
Transport said, “We believe that getting it
built by 2012 will be challenging, but we
have  not  ruled  any  timetable  in  or  out.”

The Treasury's ban on any mention of
Crossrail in the official Olympic bid
demonstrates that many battles remain to
be fought before Government funding is
made available for this much-delayed but
indispensable transport project.
In September: Connex.
Readers’ views welcome!

(Maze Hill station: from page 1)   
He added: “The promise of refurbish-
ment from them is encouraging. But the
problem is that for months if not years
Connex seems to have abandoned any
maintenance of the station, such as
reglazing glass panels or painting out
graffiti, which only happens occasional-
ly, if at all. Connex need to refurbish and
then  better  maintain  the station  rather  than
just rely on one-off clear-ups like this.”

Editor’s note:
A new council/Greenwich Society work-
ing party, chaired by Councillor Mary
Mills (Peninsula Ward), has been set up
to consider the refurbishment process,
and to tackle root causes of crime and
vandalism on the station.

Next month the solicitors Grant Saw
& Sons leave East Greenwich after

100 years in the area.
Partner Gill Jordan says they are leav-

ing Trafalgar Road "incredibly reluctant-
ly" and adds: "We are a firm involved in
the community and many of our clients
have become friends."

Three years ago the firm outgrew the
office. The building has polished-oak
stair rails, Edwardian fireplaces, original
windows and porcelain wash basins and,
though charming, is impractical in 2003.
In 2000, a new office was found in
Greenwich South Street for half of the
staff.  But operating two offices and two
phone numbers has been less than ideal.

Comprehensive legal service
The firm's new premises are on the cor-
ner of Greenwich High Road and
Norman Road.  All fourteen lawyers and
their supporting staff will provide a com-
prehensive legal service from the one-
floor office which has disabled access, a
large, safe children's play area and space
for further expansion.

The firm is returning to its roots, for
Samuel Saw, the firm's founder, started

acting as an Attorney of the Courts of the
Queen's Bench, Common Pleas and
Exchequer in 1851 at his home at 2
Bexley Place, subsequently incorporated
in to Greenwich High Road. 

In 1852 Samuel, aged 21, was appoint-
ed Superintendent Registrar for births,
marriages and deaths for the Parish of
Woolwich.   At the end of the 19th cen-
tury he was living with his family,
including some of his eight children, at
17 Glenluce Road, Westcombe Park.

His son Samuel joined him in the prac-
tice, and in 1903 they moved to their
current office  over the London and
County Bank. The bank later became the
Nat West. Grant Saw have always acted
as the bank's solicitors until it left in
1995 and sold the building to Coral. 

Lifting a burden
In 1912, Sam Snr retired and his son ran
the firm until he retired in the 1930s.
After the war, the firm, which had oper-
ated under the name Saw & Sons, was
taken over by Geoffrey Grant, who was
to build the firm into the successful
enterprise that it is today. 

Geoffrey Grant says of those early

days: "I reasoned that if I did my best to
satisfy five clients, they would tell five
more, who would tell another five about
me and before too long I would have
gained 250 clients."

Grant explains his own approach to
business by saying: "I like to think that
when people entered my office they left
their problems on my desk. Clients came
in  to my office frowning and left smiling.  I
lifted  a  burden  from  their  shoulders."

The Swinging Sixties
He always wanted to be a doctor like

his father but was not good at science. 
It seems the caring side of his character
found an outlet after all.

East Greenwich was a thriving high
street in the 1950s, with many different
shops. These small businesses were the
mainstay of Grant Saw's business.  
In the early 1960s we were told by
Harold Macmillan that we had 
"never had it so good" and a new breed 
of entrepreneur emerged. London was
swinging.

One of Geoffrey's clients was Stewart
Morgan-Jones, who owned half of
Carnaby Street. He invented postcards
featuring the Carnaby Street sign and
souvenir newspaper front pages with a
person's name in the headline.

A dangerous place
But swingin' London could be a danger-
ous place!  One of his clients' rivals pla-
giarised this idea, and a young clerk from
Grant Saw was despatched to serve a writ on
the man at his booth in 'Cockney Land'  near
Aldgate Station. He had to run for his life as
two minders came chasing after him all the
way to Aldgate station.

In 1971 there were seven or eight mem-
bers of staff, including secretaries, with
one big room for the typists’ manual
typewriters. If you made a mistake typ-
ing a will, you had type it all out again.
The partners debated long and hard
whether, since they had copy typists, they
needed to buy a photocopier machine.   

The  Thatcher era began after the gen-
eral election of 1979 and Grant Saw did
more commercial work, drawing up part-
nership agreements and the like. Some
local  companies  hired  flashy London law
firms but later returned to Grant Saw
when they could receive an efficient
service at a fraction of the price. 

Geoffrey Grant retired in 1998 after 42
years.  He did not  acquire  a  knighthood  like
his  brother  Clifford  who  left  Eltham  to  go
Down Under, where  he  became  Chief
Magistrate  of Western Australia, but
Geoffrey deserves an accolade for his
unsung service to the local community.

Grant us a new site for Saw eyes ...



WHAT’S ON

W t b N July/August

“When the wet wing sings...”

On Wednesday 9 July at 7.30pm, the
Greenwich+Docklands International

Festival presents an extraordinary musical
occasion marking the 400th anniversary of
the death of Elizabeth 1.  

The concert will premiere a major new
work entitled When the Wet Wind Sings, writ-
ten by Greenwich  composer Errollyn Wallen
for forty voices. This exciting work was  spe-
cially commissioned  for the 400th anniver-
sary of the Tudor Queen's reign.

Errollyn Wallen's new composition explores
Greenwich's colonial history and the power
of the sea. It is an emotionally, intellectually
and musically extraordinary undertaking. 

Errollyn describes her artistic and personal
intention as follows: "The longer we and
the world live, the greater the imperative  to
confront our past with full emotional engage-
ment so that our present may be seen through
a more vivid and compassionate lens - and so
that our future be shaped with wisdom and
maturity".

In a London exclusive appearance at the
Royal Naval College Chapel, internationally
acclaimed early music ensemble The Tallis
Scholars will also perform 16th century
music by Byrd and Tallis (who lived and is
buried in Greenwich) including the majestic
Spem in Alium which was possibly written
for Elizabeth's 40th birthday.

Full details of this year's festival appear on
www.festival.org, or ring: 0208305 1818.

ARTS

WOODLANDS ART GALLERY, 90
Mycenae Road, Blackheath SE3 7SE
Open: Monday to Saturday 11 am until 5.30
pm, Sunday 2 until 5 pm, CLOSED
Wednesdays and Fridays. A variety of work
is always on show. All sales go towards sup-
porting the gallery and future exhibitions.

CHILDREN

TRAVELLING MUSEUM
Rosemary Gill from Bethnal Green Museum
of Childhood visits schools with hands-on
fun displays, including:Toys and Childhood
Puppets, and a Victorian Magic Lantern Show.
More details, please ring 8858 5088.

BLACKHEATH HALLS
Blackheath Conservatoire of Music and
the Arts. Children's Art: Mondays 5.30pm-
7pm for ages 7-8 Tuesdays 4.30-6pm  ages 9-
11

Children's Music: Music for Me: for ages 3-
4 Wednesdays 1.30-2.30. Sound Start: music
for under 3's: places are available on
Thursdays and Friday mornings
Junior Choirs: for ages 6-8 & 9-11 Saturdays
12.15-1.15 Concert Band: Saturdays  10 - 11
am  Minimum Grade 4 standard. For full
details, visit our website www.conserva-
toire.org.uk, or call 020 8852 0234 

Children's Activities in Libraries
Songs and rhymes for babies and tod-
dlers:
Blackheath Library: Every Thursday, 2 pm
Charlton Library: Every Monday, 10:30am
East Greenwich Library: First Thursday of
each month, 10:30am. W. Greenwich Library:
Every Tuesday, 10:30am

Storytimes for under-fives:
Blackheath Library: Every Tuesday 2 pm East
Greenwich: 1st Monday of each month 2 pm

Monkey Music in Mycenae House: Pre-
school music classes for children aged 6
months - 4 years. Colourful props and well
thought out activities. For a free trial lesson
please phone 8764 5185,or go to  www.mon-
key.music.co.uk

Hickory Jig Offers Hickory Jig music classes
for children aged 6m to 5y.Active and engag-
ing, small groups, percussion, movement to
music. Offers violin class for under 5s. Learn
to play and have great fun! Thursdays am.
Venue: Boys Brigade Hall Reynolds Place,
Blackheath Standard SE3.

CHURCH

St. George's, Westcombe Park (on the cor-
ner of Glenluce Road and Kirside Road).
Every Sunday at 11 a.m. Parish Communion
(with a Children's Church at the same time -
except during August).
Every Sunday at 7 p.m., 'Sundays at Seven': a
mixture of discussion, music, prayer, etc.. (but
again, not during August).
Next jumble sale: Saturday 13th September.

COMMUNITY

12 July 3.00 - 6.30 pm Westcombe
Society’s annual Summer Picnic. Bring a
picnic, and join in the fun!  Barbecue, bar,
events, stalls, Riverside Jazz band. Free to
members, £1.00 for others, children free.
Prizes.

7th July  12.00 - 2.00 pm. Greenwich
Steiner School Open Day. St George’s
Church, Kirkside Road. All welcome to find
out more about this different approach to
education. Ring Kendall Noyes for more
information on 0207 358 0177.

MYCENAE HOUSE 
Westcombe Writers' Circle
Come and join us on the first Thursday of
each month 2.30 - 4.30 at Mycenae House.
For information, ring Joan Paice on 8305
1652, or Rosemary Gill 8858 5088.

Taijutsu Club welcomes you to study an
effective Japanese martial art at Mycenae
House on Tue & Fri (8pm-10pm). Please call
Andrew on 0208-699-0813 for more details.

Blackheath Bridge Club welcomes all
players to its duplicate sessions held in
Mycenae House on Monday and Thurs at
7.15 pm and on Wednesday at 1.30 - 4pm.
Tel. 8851 2609

Charlton and Blackheath Horticultural
Society 3rd Monday each month 7.45pm
Charlton House Guests: 20p.Tel: 8850 0636.

Blackheath and Greenwich United
Nations 
Association Shared lunch  Saturday 5th July
at 13 Glenluce Road 12.30 - 3.00 pm 

Age Exchange Reminiscence Centre 
11 Blackheath Village, London SE3 9LA
Blackheath Remembers Exhibition. Free
entry - Monday-Saturday 10am to 5pm;
groups by arrangement for a small charge.
Tel: 020 8318 9105

FESTIVAL

Greenwich + Docklands International
Festival: 4th - 26th July. For a list of events
and/or programmes, ring   020 8305 1818.

4, 5, & 6 July, 9.00 pm, Old Royal Naval
College, Greenwich. Encounters: Giant
imagery, massed choirs, aerial circus open
this year's International Festival.

9 July 7.30pm, Old Royal Naval College
Chapel, Greenwich: Tallis Scholars per-
form the world premier of a major new
musical work by  local composer Errollyn
Wallen. Plus music believed to have been
written for the 40th birthday of Elizabeth
1st.

12 July, 1.00 - 5.00pm Canary Wharf -
Dancing City, an international programme
of outdoor dance.This free afternoon event
includes choreographed  skateboarding! 

18 July, 8.30pm, Mile End Park: Giraffes: A
night-time procession of life-sized giraffe pup-
pets with music and pyrotechnics.

19 July, 8.30pm, University of East London,
Docklands Campus. Fanfire: waterfront
extravaganza features giant drums, dramatic
lighting, special effects and fireworks.

26 July, 9.30pm, Royal Arsenal,Woolwich
IOU Theatre presents Tattoo -  a surreal
army of insects, elaborate costumes, giant
mechanical structures and new music.

27 July, 8.00pm,Three Mills Green: Raastay:
The stunning inale to this year's GDIF will
combine theatre, pyrotechnics and South
Asian music.

MUSIC

Blackheath Halls 23 Lee Road, London
SE3 9RQ  Tel: (020) 8463-0100

Tues. 1st July 7:30pm: CONTEMPORARY
JAZZ  Trinity College of Music play big band
jazz. Great soloists and staggering ensemble
playing.Tickets £8 (£6).

Fri. 4th July 7.30pm: JUDAS MACCABEUS
(Handel)  by THE MUSICAL COMPASS
Crispin Lewis (Conductor) Handel's  orato-
rio  includes the hugely popular "See, the
conqu'ring hero".Tickets £12.50 (£10).

Saturday, 5th July 8pm: ISSIE BARRETT BIG
BAND Issie Barrett forges links between the
orchestral and jazz worlds. Tickets £12  (£10).

Sunday, 6th July 11:30am: CHAMBER
DOMAINE   Works by Purcell and Part.
Tickets £12.50 (£10).

Sun. 6th July 8pm WATERSON : CARTHY
The folk world's most famous family: Martin
Carthy, Norma Waterson and daughter Eliza
Carthy, with Young Tradition folk award win-
ner Tim Van Eyken.Tickets £12 (£10)

Friday, 11th July 7pm - 9pm: DrumJam

presents HEARTSONG: a drumming and per-
cussion circle. Friends Meeting House, Lawn
Terrace, Blackheath SE3 9LL  Tel: 07976-
606704  Absolute beginners & all age groups
welcome! Cost £7 (add £3 for drum hire).

20th July. 7.30 pm. Piano Recital at St
Margaret’s Church  by Guy Middlemiss.
Works by Brahms, Schubert, Debussy and
Shostakovich. Collection in aid of Amnesty.

THEATRE  AND OPERA

GREENWICH THEATRE
Golden Boy
Thursday 19 June - Saturday 12 July
Greenwich Theatre's revival of a musical not
seen in London since 1968 . Ring 8858 7755
for bookings. Concessions.

26th July - 10th August. Natural
Perspectives present HAMLETHAMLET by Wm.
Shakespeare in Greenwich Park’s Old Royal
Observatory Garden.Tickets: £6 (Conc.£4)
8858 7755.

London Bubble Summer Parks Tour
22 July - 24 July  7.30pm Punchkin,
Enchanter. Old Royal Naval College
Grounds, Greenwich, SE10. Also  on
1 August - 3 August at Oxleas Woods,
Shooters Hill, SE9  Box Office: 020 7237
1663  Tickets: £11 (£7 concessions)

The Alexandra Players in 'Stepping
Out' a comedy by Richard Harris. Postponed
from May, now July 3-5.At the Alexandra
Hall, Bramshot Avenue, Charlton 8.00 pm.
Tickets £5. Box Office: 020 8858 2769

OTHER  EVENTS

Elizabeth at the National Maritime
Museum. To commemmorate the 400th
Anniversary of the death of Queen Elizabeth
1. Open daily in July and August 10.00 am -
6.00 pm. until 16th September. Book tick-
ets on 8312 6565. £9, concs £6, child £4.
www.nmm.ac

Saturday 5th July Fun day, London City
Airport, Royal Docks, E16. 2.00 - 6.00 pm.
Air displays, funfair, army, tug of war and
more. 020 7646 0011

Friday 11th July  12 noon. See the arrival of
HM Royal Bark Endeavour, Royal Arsenal
Pier,Woolwich.Trumpets, cannons and flags!
Saturday 12th - Sunday 20th July, visit this
replica of Captain Cook's historic ship at
Royal Arsenal Pier,Woolwich.Volunteer crew
members needed. Phone. 8921 4341.

Monday 14th - Saturday 19th July. Musical
Nights Extravaganza, Woolwich. 700
musicians, dancers and singers, fireworks, fun.
Theme: London and NY. Ring 83178687.

30th August 3.00 pm. Garden Opera perform
Carmen , org. by Friends of Greenwich
Park, in Greenwich Park's Observatory
Gardens. Gardens open 1.00 pm. Bring a
picnic!  Chairs provided. Free Spanish sherry
tasting at Theatre  of Wine 75 Trafalgar
Road on the day. (Tel: 8858 6363). If wet,
show takes place in the old Greenwich Town
Hall. Tickets: £18 each from Friends of
Greenwich Park Tel: 020 8463 0275 or from
Greenwich Theatre Tel: 020 8858 7755.

Fri 11th July, 6.30 - 9.00 pm. Open Garden:
The Pagoda, Pagoda Gardens,
Blackheath, under National Gardens Scheme.
Entrance £3.50 with free glass of wine.
Raising funds for Cystic Fibrosis.

COUNCILLORS’ SURGERIES

Conservative: Rhodri Harris can be 
contacted on 8858 9676.
Labour: First Friday of each month, 7 - 8 pm,
Mycenae House. Second Tuesday of each month,
6.30 - 7.30 Committee Rooms, Fulthorp Road,
SE3 (opposite 47-59 Fulthorp Road) Third
Saturday of each month 3.30 - 4.30 pm. St James
Church Hall Kidbrook Park Road.Annie Keys:
8333 7244;Alex Grant: 8853 0367.

GRANT SAW
s o 1 i c i t o r s

Our firm was established in
Greenwich in 1851 by Samuel Saw
and has been helping clients with

their legal matters ever since.

Grant Saw can offer assistance with
most aspects of the law including:-

Accident and Personal Injury 
(no win no fee)

Commercial Conveyancing
Company Law
Court Actions
Family Law

Employment Law (no win no fee)
Landlord and Tenant

Residential Conveyancing
Wills, Probate and Trusts

For an appointment or general enquiry
please call

Rupert Chichester or Raymond
Crudgington

on 020 8858 6971

From 8th July we are moving to new
modern premises in West Greenwich:

Norman House, 110-114 Norman Road,
Greenwich  London SE10 9EH
Tel: 020 8858 6971,
Fax: 020 88585796
website: www.grantsaw.co.uk
E mail: enquiries@grantsaw.co.uk



Send your favourite animal snaps to us
at: Westcombe animals, 13
Glenluce Road, Blackheath SE3 7SD
or email as jpeg to: westcombe-
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STATE 
REGISTERED 
CHIROPODIST

for appointments or advice:

Complementary Health 
Centre (Lee): 020 8297 8887

Bodyworkz: 020 8853 0800

Property Maintenance,

Painting, Decorating,

Plumbing, Central Heating,

Shower and Bathroom 

Specialists  

At a loose end? Check this out!

New online shopping
FREE local delivery

26 Royal Hill, Greenwich, 020 8305 0401
Mobile 0795 081 5412

Is this a mugger that I see?

Nay, 'tis Laertes, Prince Hamlet’s sworn
enemy, aka local actor Alex Bartram,

rehearsing a new production of Shakespeare's
play Hamlet in the Park.

"I call the play a thriller, rather than a tragedy,"
says Alex. "But it’s a thriller with a difference:
not so much a 'Who dunnit?' as a 'Will he do it?'
as Hamlet ponders whether to  kill his step-father
Claudius, whom he suspects murdered his father.

This play is a “Must see if you can”!
See the article Tragedy in the park on page 3
for full story.

Local girl makes good
Queen Elizabeth I was born at

Greenwich and spent her first
months at Greenwich Palace, which was
also the birthplace of her much-married
father, King Henry VIII. 
The palace where they were born was

built next to the river. It has long since
gone - the land it once occupied is now the
Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site.

Elizabeth was the daughter of  Henry
VIII and his second wife, Anne Boleyn.
Henry was bitterly disappointed when
she gave birth to a daughter - he wanted
a son to secure the succession to the
throne.  After a tournament  in Green-
wich in 1536, Anne was arrested on
trumped up charges, and beheaded.

The First Elizabeth exhibition, which
opened at the National Maritime
Museum in May this year, is on until
September.  It is open in July and
August every day between 10.00 am and
6.00 pm.  Booking is advisable.

The exhibition brings together the
greatest collection of personal items,
paintings and Elizabeth-related exhibits
ever assembled.  Among the exhibits is
the pricelesss ring (on the right) which
Elizabeth used to wear.

The Endeavour returns

The Endeavour, an exact copy of Capt Cook's ship, returns to Royal Arsenal
Pier,Woolwich from 11th - 24th July. She berths at midday on the 11th when

there'll be a welcome event open to all.
She's on public exhibition from 12th - 20th July between 9 am- 6 pm. Call

Greenwich Tourist Information on 0870 6082000 for details and ticket prices.
There are also places available for volunteer guides and shipkeepers.

Ifyou're interested in this rare chance to sample the finer points of 18th century 
life at sea, please contact Steph Butcher on 020 8921 2101.

H ave you ever thought of being a
DJ?  Perhaps working in a youth

club, or a party setting?
Did you know that there are DJ

Workshops for Girls?  Interested?
If the answer is yes to any of the above

then we want to hear from you!
Workshops will run during the evening
one day a week.

Contact: Jennifer Campbell 0208 859
8927 The Art Reach Project

Ever thought of
being a DJ?

You don’t have to be a donkey
to work here - but it helps!

Outside  the gates of Greenwich
Park you can usually see up to
twenty donkeys touting for

custom - and twenty or more children,
queuing up for rides!

Our picture above shows Maddie
Shutt enjoying a ride on Ringo.And
Ringo and his friends Mildred and
Barney Rubble will be happy to take
you for a ride for just one pound!
The donkeys have been an institution

here for over 50 years, and now Baby
Bethany (pictured below, left- only six
weeks old) is the newest recruit -
although she comes along to play, not 
to work!

Other donkeys have names like
Apache,Toby, Charlie, Ozzie, and
Francis, but the donkey man calls all the
babies after his grandchildren.

Trade these days is a bit slow because
of parking problems, but the donkey
man hopes to keep going, indefinitely!
[Story and photographs:
Kathy Shutt]

This summer, 13 - 17 year olds liv-
ing in Greenwich and Lewisham
have a great chance to develop

their creative talents or learn something
completely new for FREE (after registra-
tion fee of £10).

The Art of Regeneration is proud to
present Year Three of its Summer Arts
College in partnership with The Albany,
Goldsmiths College (University of
London), and Lewisham College.
Summer Arts College  runs from 28th
July - 15th August.

Courses  at the "Summer Arts College"
are run by local DJ's, artists, arts profes-
sionals and organization like the Royal
National Theatre and Two's Company. 
The programme is based at the Albany in

Deptford, but there are other courses at
Lewisham College and Goldsmiths
College. Sign up, and you will have the
chance to meet and work with profession-

als in a fun and relaxed environment.
Summer Arts College aims to help young
people develop their creative skills along
with self-confidence, learn skills that may
help their future careers, make new
friends and have fun.

There are a lot of different workshops to
choose from, including Natural Henna
Art; Fizzical Theatre!; Digital Imaging;
Art, Sounding it Out (Sound Design); TV
4 Beginners; Chatting on TV, Skills,
Street Dance - you name it!. With such a
diverse program, everyone will find
something they enjoy.

Summer Arts College is specially for
young people from North Lewisham and
West Greenwich. Go for it, on your own,
or with a pal  -  you're  certain  to  have  fun!
Want to find out more?  For a brochure
and application form or more informa-
tion, call the HOTLINE Tel: 020 8692
0231 ext 276.



ENVIRONMENT

SEERS FIREPLACES...a grate place 

Reproduction set-ups or original antiques - we can 
tailor a fireplace requirement exactly to your needs &
pocket. Marble/stone/cast-iron & wood - the choice is
yours. We make most items to order FREE of charge and
with the best quality products at the lowest prices in
Britain - GUARANTEED! Gas coal effect fires from only
£175 and we stock amazing flue-less products.

CALL FREE on 0800-068-1515 for a FREE
brochure or to book an expert to come to you
(FREE of charge and no obligation) and they will
measure-up and advise you about the building
and CORGI regulations.

‘A  f r e sh  and  co lou r fu l  concep t  i n
c a s u a l  a n d  c l a s s i c  s h o e s  f o r  b o t h

m e n  a n d  w o m e n ’

No .  7  Greenwich  Marke t
L o n d o n

T e l :  0 2 0  8 8 5 3  8 0 7 2

w w w . m o s h u l u - l o n d o n . c o . u k

Printing in Blackheath since 1978 

SPECIAL OFFER
10% 0ff all Quotes 

on production of a current issue 
of the Westcombe News

FROM YOUR IDEAS OR ARTWORK 
WE CAN PRINT AT A 
REASONABLE COST
•BUSINESS CARDS•

•INVOICES• LETTERHEADS•
•BOOKS• BROCHURES•FORMS•
•INVITES• WEDDING STATIONERY•

CALL DAVE OR MIKE

020 8853 2268

OR EMAIL DAVE@ TROJANPRESS.CO.UK

New GIANT Warehouse
8 Greenwich Industrial Estate
Greenwich High Road (next to DLR) SE10

Raising the Standard -
a reader replies:

Environment Committee Update

11-15 Station Crescent 
A Council Officer has reported that the
application for a garage on this site (in
addition to the flats) has been refused.
Unfortunately, the structure has already
been built, although the application was
not retrospective. At present it is not
known whether the applicant will appeal,
but as the application was actually dated
Jan. 2003, this could be grounds for
'non-determination'. Enforcement action
to get the structure demolished could not
be put in hand if an appeal was pending
though, meanwhile, use of the structure
by the applicant would be stopped.
(Planning Ref: 03/0109/F)

Obscene...
Graffiti in the passageway by Safeway’s
car park has been reported to Greenwich
Council with an urgent request for its
removal. Policy is that such daubings
should be removed within 24 hours.

Tree concerns
Serious concern has been expressed by
residents regarding the state of a number
of trees especially  Prunus spp (Cherry)
and London Plane in Westcombe Park
Road, the southern section of Mycenae
Road, Batley Green and the Council flat
gardens in Vanbrugh Park Road by the
bus stop and elsewhere (Old Dover
Road, etc.). The Council's tree officer
has been asked to investigate. Some
cherry trees in Westcombe Park Road
have already been already felled, but the
London Planes on Batley Green may be
recovering.

Westcombe Park Station Crescent
At long last plans are in hand for the up-
grading of lighting in Station Crescent,
including improved 'bulkhead' lights on
the station building itself. This will be by
means of a combination of two 8 metre
poles outside the side gate to the plat-
form, and 6 metre poles along the length
of the road down to Westcombe Hill.

Clean Up!
The Society will be trying to organise a
Westcombe 'Clean-Up Day' some time in
September. This would aim to target the
Blackheath Standard area and to obtain
permission from shopkeeper's to paint
the solid shutters on those premises that
had bad daubings. As has been noted
before, slatted shuttering is preferred as
it offers a more limited surface area.
Anyone interested in helping  is asked to
contact the News editor.

A102 Woolwich Road Flyover
Following numerous complaints, plans
have finally been drawn up for a new
pedestrian crossing on the northern side
of the roundabout leading to Sainsbury’s.
TfL and Meridian Delta (developers of
the Dome site) have agreed to fund this
as part of a Section 106 agreement,
though the time-scale is still uncertain. 

The plans also show a revival of the
idea of re-working the northern end of
Westcombe Hill to include a bus 'filter
lane' into the A102 exit slip and thence
to the roundabout. This will be achieved
by reversing the one-way system at the
bottom of the hill: southbound vehicles would
continue on past the Police Station and then
turn left in to Westerdale Road, whereas north-

bound vehicles would go 'the wrong way'
round the present system. This will allow at
least one of the buses  using Westcombe
Hill to reach N. Greenwich Station via
the Sainsburys/FilmWorks complex.

Westcombe Hill Hole!
Do we now have our own underground
cavern? A hole recently appeared in
Westcombe Hill outside Harry's the bar-
bers. The area has been coned off.

Thames Gateway Bridge
Consultation leaflets have been circulat-
ed locally, exhibitions are being held and
a larger brochure is also available on
proposals for the proposed new river
crossing between Beckton and Thames-
mead. Intended as a 'local' link road it is
planned to include a tolled dual carriage-
way for cars/commercial vehicles, one
lane in each direction for public transport
and a lane for cyclists/pedestrians next to
the public transport lanes.Further details
from www.tfl.gov.uk/thamesgatewaybridge
or e-Mail tgbridge@streetmanagement.org.uk

East Greenwich Waterfront
More feasibility studies have been com-
missioned on a number of environmental
projects along the footpath between the
Cutty Sark and the Dome. These focus
on Trinity Hospital River Walk Garden,
Dead Dog Bay (by Lovell's Wharf), the
Bendish Sluice (original Peninsula
drainage), Primrose Wharf reed beds,
Bay Wharf Ecological Garden, the path
through Hansons/Victoria Deep Water
Terminal, archaeological surveys, educa-
tion/information projects and a River
Warden for the area.

Dear Editor,

In the June issue you asked for com-
ments on the Westcombe Society’s

Environment Committee’s suggestions
for 'improving' Batley Park. (See WN
June, page 5.) 

My view is that implemention of sug-
gestions 1 to 3 would be double-plus-
ungood:
(1) the right filter allows some traffic to

avoid most of the congestion of the main
roundabout.
(2) the railings protect pedestrians from

traffic and traffic from jay-walking
pedestrians.  
(3) plantings would provide cover for

muggers.
On point (4), I am against the removal/

closure of the public lavatories - such
amenities are too few.   The surface lava-
tory is suitable for disabled people and
as such needs adequate access.
As a driver, I see the high wall at the

Old Dover Road/Charlton Way junction
as the worst hazard in the immediate
area: it restricts the view of drivers
entering the roundabout so much that
they may have to wait until the traffic
lights on the pedestrian crossing stop the
Charlton Way traffic.   I realise that this
wall is privately-owned but surely
Greenwich Council has some powers! 

Best regards,
J. Sweet
More views on this subject welcome -
Ed.

Computer Problems?

At work call the Helpdesk, 
at home call HeadStart.

All areas of home use covered,
Troubleshooting, Upgrades, 

Web Design, Jargon Free Tuition for 
all ages and levels. Our skilled 

technicians with years of private &
commercial experience 

can visit you.

from £12 p/h. 020 8858 2002
Not convinced? Email your questions 

helpdesk@theheadstart.com for free advice

Planning Applications July 2003

The planning applications  listed below
are being considered by Greenwich
Council.  The plans can be seen at the
Blackheath Library, Old Dover Road, or
at Strategic Planning, Peggy Middleton
House, 50 Woolwich New Road,
Woolwich SE18 6HQ.  In any correspon-
dence please quote the appropriate refer-
ence numbers.

11-15 Station Crescent   03/0109 /F 
Erection of double garage with roof ter-
race

29 Glenluce Road   03/0804 /TC
Reduce and reshape 2 sycamore trees in
rear garden by 30-35%

31 Glenluce Road   03/0805 /TC
Reduce/thin silver birch in rear garden
by 20-25% 

31 Glenluce Road   03/0806 /TC
Fell Silver birch in rear garden 
Westcombe Park Station South side,

Station Crescent   03/0790 /F
Upgrading of lighting to access road at
Station Crescent

47 Dinsdale Road   03/0760 /F 
Erection of ground floor rear extension

57 Foyle Road   03/0842 /F 
Erection of a dormer in the rear roof 

83 Maze Hill   03/0911 /TC
Tree in rear garden to be pruned

102 Westcombe Park Road  03/0918 /TC
Work to Horse Chestnut, Prunus and
Acacia trees.

100 Westcombe Park Road  03/0922 /TC
Work to Beech and Acacia trees

53 Westcombe Park Road     03/0674 /F 
Erection of satellite dish to the front of
building

107 Humber Road   03/1097 /F 
Erection of an upper ground floor rear
extension

(Peninsula war ends -  cont. from p. 1.)

“This will also help meet the capital's
pressing need for more affordable homes
- for nurses, teachers, police and others
vital to the health of our capital.”

Following financial assessments and
further negotiations, the proportion of
affordable and low-cost homes has risen
from the 35% in the Meridien Delta Ltd
(MDL) planning application  to 41 per
cent (4,104). This consists of 38 per cent
affordable homes and 3 per cent special-
ist low cost homes.
As pointed out in  June's WN, the

Mayor's  opposition to the plan had been
in danger of scaring off investors - and
jeopardizing London's Olympic bid.  

This announcement is welcomed by all
the stakeholders, and gives a further
boost to London's Olympic bid, which
focuses on east London - following the
appointment in June of Barbara Cassani
as bid chair.



MARKET PLACE
Please send ads for the Market Place
with payment by the 10th day of the
preceding month to: Geoff Russell, 32
Kidbrooke Park Road, London SE3
0DU

ALL classified adverts 30p per word..

ACCOMMODATION
GOOD RELIABLE HOST FAMILIES
wanted for foreign students. For more info
please contact Lynn  8244  7011  or  pritchard@ses-
london.fsnet.co.uk.

NO ROOM FOR VISITORS? Flats for
short-term lets, suit holiday-makers, profession-
als (Mon - Fri), between house-buying, week-
enders.Tel Mrs. Mattey 020 8858 0338.

LOCK-UP GARAGE available now . Hardy
Road. £48 p.m. Please telephone  8305 1723.

GARDENING

ALL YEAR ROUND Gardening maintenance,
turfing, hedge and tree pruning. Tel: 8858 0965
or 8333 9112 evenings.

ENJOY YOUR GARDEN all year round. For
designs, planting, pruning, tidying, call Leslie on
020 8858 6541.

FENCING,TREE WORK and other garden
services undertaken. Reliable and friendly.
References available. Phone Tim on 020 8311 0964.

YOUR LOCAL GARDENER since 1991.
Overgrown jungles, regular maintenance, etc.
Also Handyman services.Very reasonable prices
Martin: 020 8333 0839

HOLIDAYS

CARROUGES, NORMANDY. Cottage
sleeping 5, log five, ch, barn with table tennis,
walking distance from small market town with
good restaurants and shops. £150 - £210 week-
ly, phone 020 8692 5824

WHITSTABLE WEEKENDS / WEEKS.
Sea wall house between Oyster Ware-house
and Harbour. Sleeps five. Fantastic views. 020
8858 6578/020 8985 3739

KALKAN,TURKEY.
Luxurious 2-bed apartment, air-conditioning,
swimming pool, 10 minutes walk from sea, 5
minutes from village. Balconies with sea and
mountain views. £160 per week. 020 8858
5969.

HAVE A FUN YOGA HOLIDAY! in the
beautiful village harbour of KALKAN,
Turkey. All levels welcome, £450 per person
inclusive. 29th September - 6th October '03.
Other yoga holidays also available. Email;
bhhs@selondon.co.uk or ring Linda on 020
8854 5080.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST TORTOISE, Beaconsfield Road /
Mycenae House area. Dearly missed by 
family. Reward offered. Please ring 020 8853
5051.

FREE OFFER : SPACE WANTED!
Kimball electric organ, FREE. Not portable,
must be collected. 8858 8437.

PERSONAL CARE

METHOD POTKISTO. The body lean and
lifted.Would you like improved posture, flexibili-
ty and mobility? Stretch your way to health and
vitality.As seen on BBC Holiday programme.
Local classes and individual sessions.Tel: Clare
Guindi on 078 1339 8091.

LOW COST ACUPUNCTURE CLINIC.
Arthritis,back pain,menstrual problems,migraine
and sciatica are just some of the  conditions
that acupuncture can help.Wednesday mornings
10.00 am to 1.00 pm with Sarah Pritchard
LicAc., MBAcC., £20. One hour treatment ses-
sions for anyone on a low income. Blackheath
Complementary Health Centre, 184 - 186
Westcombe Hill SE3. Appointments  8293 5380.

SERVICES

WINDOW CLEANING  SERVICES
Professional Window Cleaner seeks clients in
Blackheath/Westcombe Park area; domestic and
commercial. Reliable service. References. To
book an appointment or get quote, please ring
Peter (any time) 07855 858 184.

STUART,TOP CLASS WINDOW
CLEANER, when quality is foremost. Serving
your community for over five years. Specialise
in interior (including  mirrors) as well as exteri-
or. Phone Stuart on 07818 888 495 or 020
8857 7862.

BESPOKE BOOKCASES. Contemporary
or heritage designs. Happy to quote. Call Tom
Ellis on 020 8519 8947.

A MAN AND A VAN. Tel: 020 8858 3889
Mobile: 07885 917 842.

INTERIOR SPATIAL DESIGNER for
domestic & commercial properties. Design, plan-
ning, extensions etc. Contact Liz Bull, BA
(Hons) Interior Architecture on 020 8293 0242
or Lizbull_design@Yahoo.co.uk.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS Experienced
Local Architect. Residential Premises. Small
works/Extensions. Commercial Premises. Listed
Buildings.Advice/Design/ Supervision of
Construction.Maintenance Work/Leaking/ Roofs/
Driveways etc Furniture Design and Interior
Design. Reasonable Rates. 020 8858 6833.

SIMMONDS HOME & CONSERVATORY
Maintenance Services. Electrical, telephone
extensions, decorating and general repairs.
For a free estimate contact  D. Simmonds on
0208249 9817 or 07941 982 895.

BOOK-KEEPING SERVICES. Experienced
accountant offers a range of services at
competitive prices for the small busi-
ness, inc. Book-keeping, Payroll, VAT,
Management Accounts, Budgets and
Cashflows. Call Mark on 020 8305 2484.

DECORATIVE SCREENS
I n d i v i d u a l l y  c r e a t e d  a n d  m a d e  t o
o rd e r. I d e a l  f o r  n u r s e r y, p l ay -
ro o m , a ny  ro o m  . . . Fo r  q u o t e s ,
r i n g  J a n e  G r a n t  o n  8 8 5 8  8 4 8 9 .

KITCHENS AT TRADE PRICES. Free
design,

free delivery. 020 8305 1263 /078 8591 7842.

BABYSITTER. Friendly experienced local girl,
aged 16. References available. £5 per hour. Call
Alice 020 8305 0809.

THERAPY

BEAUTY THERAPY. Specialist in facials,
waxing, make-up, electrolysis, pedicure, manicure
and eyelash tinting. Please telephone Rachel
Welti on 020 8858 2884.

BLACKHEATH HOLISTIC HEALTH
SERVICE provides COUNSELLING, POS-
TURAL YOGA, ALEXANDER TECH-
NIQUE. Tel 020 8858 5969/8854 5080.
www.bhhs.selondon.co.uk.

PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL using Epil-
Pro.Alternative to Electrolysis. Call 020 8319
4048

TRADE

EXPERIENCED INTERIOR DECORA-
TOR offers advice & quality workmanship,on all
aspects of decorating. Free quotes. Local refer-
ences available. Contact Ashley Greaves on 020
8858 2981. Guild of Master Craftsmen mem-
ber.

LADY DECORATOR experienced in both
environmentally friendly and orthodox paint fin-
ishes. Quality, reliability and very fair rates. Many
local references. Please phone 07971 965 517.

MATURE EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN.
Household repairs, maintenance, cleaning, etc.
Small jobs welcome. 020 8852 1540

PIANO TUNER. Piano tuning & repair. Frank
Evans. MPTA, MIMIT. Please phone 8858 4379.

QUALITY PAINTING & DECORATING
Internal and external, wallpaper hanging, com-
petitive prices. Call Arthur 020 8858 3393 / 079
8655 7731.

TUITION

MATHS & ENGLISH TUITION  and prepa-
ration for secondary school selection tests by
qualified and experienced teacher, Mary
Bauckham.Tel: 020 8858 3814.

SPANISH TUITION. Come and learn a lan-
guage! All levels welcome. Group or individual
bookings.Tel: 020 8852 4975.

SCIENCE, MATHS., ENGLISH tuition and
11+ preparation for secondary school. Dr. &
Mrs. Milikan (PhD.) Tel. 020 8858 7890 / nmi-
likan@yahoo.co.uk.

PIANO LESSONS A.B.Exams taken if desired -
all grades,with a holistic approach to teaching and learn-
ing.THEORY - for A.B.Grade 5 etc. GCSE
MUSIC - extra help with school tuition/back-up
lessons. Please ring 020 8856 1200.

BOTANICAL ART courses throughout the
year, with Ruth Hall.As well as regular Tuesday
class at Mycenae House, I am offering 2 & 3-day
short courses at various venues throughout
London and Kent. For more information, call
Ruth on 020 8923 1104.

TRUSHARE COMPUTER TUTOR.

Beginners a speciality. I come to your home and
start from where you are. Desktop publishing,
Databases, Email, Internet,Websites and much
else. Only £10 per hour. Ring 020 8858 7052..

Discounts available on production
of your Westcombe Society mem-
bership card

BLACKHEATH VILLAGE
BLACKS OF BLACKHEATH - JEW-
ELLERS
10% OFF purchases over £100, excluding
sale goods and repairs.

CACTUS PIT - TEX/MEX RESTAU-
RANT
20% OFF meals & drinks for two or more,
Sunday - Thursday.

CHAPTER TWO RESTAURANT. 10%
OFF all meals for two, lunch/dinner,
Mon - Thurs.

CHLOE LADIES FASHION FREE PASH-
MINA SCARF with every purchase over
£150.

EL PIRATA SPANISH TAPAS RESTAU-
RANT
20% OFF meals & drinks for two or more,
Sunday to Thursday.

JUST FOR SPORT
10% OFF purchases over £50, Mon - Fri.

PARES FOOTWEAR 10% OFF all
shoes over £20, excluding sale stock

RAFFLES DESIGNER WEAR.
10% OFF all non-sale goods.

RIGHT ANGLE RETAIL - GIFTS
10% OFF special goods plus free delivery

GREENWICH
NORTH POLE RESTAURANT.
12.5% OFF Meals only for two.

3D DIVING 
10% discount on all scuba diving courses.
Offer excludes scuba diving equipment.

HUMBER ROAD
BODYWORKZ - THE FITNESS
CLINIC
109 Humber Road. 10% OFF all 
treatments costing £30 or more except
Chiropody; excluding Saturdays.

CAFE EAST - RESTAURANT.
(Station Crescent) 10% OFF meals for
two or more Sunday - Tuesday.

ROYAL STANDARD
COTON & HAMBLIN - OPTICIANS.
5% OFF frames, sunglasses & accessories

GG SPARKS ORGANIC BUTCHERS
10% to all spending over £25, excluding 
special offers

IVOR HOWELLS CAMERAS. 10%
OFF.

JOHN GIVEN. 5% OFF white goods,
10% OFF household goods, other 
discounts available.

KARAN CHEMIST. 10% OFF Weds.
only.

MARNELLS - DIY. 10% OFF all goods 
on Wednesdays

TROJAN PRESS. 10% OFF all printing 

BUY LOCAL - 
FOR A DISCOUNT!

Tel/fax: 020 8293 9183
email: tyme.restaurant@virgin.net

1a Station Crescent, Westcombe Park,
Blackheath, London SE3 7EQ

Restaurant and wine bar open Tuesday to Saturday from 6:30pm


